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“From the heart.”  These are the words that come to mind when 
considering my recent interview with Gordon (Alexander) McKinnon.  
I met Gordon back in 2001, when I became part of “the Lockwood/
McKinnon family.” There was Roger Lockwood, a caring sort with a 
command of leadership language skills - whose presence garnered 
respect; David Lockwood, the creative businessman with a desire to 
keep things upbeat and fun; and Gordon McKinnon, the ‘gentle 
giant’ (giant in composure) with an authentic interest in people. 

Gordon’s journey began back in high school when he worked at General Cinemas.    He met Roger 
Lockwood through a mutual acquaintance and in 1978 he joined Roger and his then partner, 
Arthur, in running their theaters. Gordon was hired, originally, to run the theatres on Martha’s 
Vineyard. (Interestingly, Gordon met Steve Perrone, our Director of Operations, in 1979 when he joined the 
company and began working at the theatre in West Peabody, MA.)  A change in interests drew 
Arthur to other aspirations while Gordon and Roger continued to run a handful of the theaters until 
multi-plexes entered the scene. It became apparent that a new focus was in order.  What would 
they do?  Well, because they ran concession stands in the theaters…maybe they would go into the 
restaurant business.  "After all, the two are so similar." Gordon laughs,  "What were we 
thinking?" They considered several quick serve restaurant franchise options and landed on Taco 
Bell.  It was a good fit, as they already had a relationship with Pepsi.  Pepsi owned Taco Bell in the 
1980s.  There were only 2 or 3 Taco Bells in NE at the time.  They opened their first Taco Bell in 
1988-1989 in Kingston, MA.  The Taco Bells that followed were:  Fall River, MA., North 
Dartmouth, MA. and Middletown, RI.  Today, Lockwood/McKinnon Group, Inc., a franchisee of 
Taco Bell Corporate has 29 stores to its name and includes the leadership of David Lockwood, 
Gordon McKinnon and Roger Lockwood. 

To meet Gordon for the first time – you might be struck by his polite manner, his sense of humor or 
his impeccable dress.  Mary Giampietro, who worked in the Accounts Payable office of L/M for years, 
likened him to Cary Grant.  He has that “old world” sense about him.  (I’m smiling – as I can imagine his 
reaction to these descriptions when he reads this.) It seems fitting that the best compliment he has 
received over the years is that he is a gentleman.  That means a lot to him – not only because that’s who he 
wants to be, but because it was something his mother found important, as well.  Gordon states 
warmly, “Ok mom, I got that far.”

Growing up – he came from a family of 5 sisters and 2 brothers (some are step-siblings).  He states, 
“I am the 'baby'.  It’s an odd thing to have nieces and nephews older than me, but that’s how it has 
worked out." His father passed away when Gordon was 8 years old.  He states that he looks like his 
dad, but he has his mother’s general nature.    

Early on, Gordon would sometimes help his sister out and show her horse when she was unable to do so. 
Her horse was an American Saddlebred.  They showed all over New England.

Gordon enjoys the mountains and being outside. He and 5 to 8
high school (Avon, MA HS) buddies get together each year since the 
1980’s and go hiking.  They used to hike up Mt. Washington and 
either camp or stay at the base lodge.  Now, with a number of the 
members having had joint replacements they have pared it down 
to less challenging hikes and/or riding the Cog Railway up Mt. 
Washington for lunch at the summit.  It’s all about the scenery, 
familiarity, families, stories, comfort and memories over the 55 years 
of friendship.   



Gordon married Lori Jean (LJ) in 1992 and they have three children, Colleen, 
Matthew and Joseph.  Gordon says that he loves being a father.  “I’m best at 
being a dad.  I enjoy every second of it; school; reading to them and just being 
interested in their lives.”   

A number of years ago Gordon became a subdeacon in the Maronite Catholic 
Church.  He was ordained as a subdeacon in 2017.  Prior to that he taught Sunday 
School.  His role as a subdeacon is to assist the priest on the alter.  He does 
readings and helps with communion.   

A theme that continues to show up in our interview – is people.  People, people, people.  “There is nothing 
more magical than a genuine smile.”   Gordon states that he wishes he knew more about human beings. 
"We are social beings and have commonalities – more commonalities than you would think.  The more
you understand people and reinforce positive situations the more helpful you can be to one another."
There was an instance where Gordon wound up with a flat on the highway.  He pulled over to change the 
tire.  He was dressed up.  A man pulled over to help – because he saw that Gordon was not dressed to 
change a tire.  It was this unsolicited kindness that gave him pause.  Sometime later he remembers a 
situation where he and LJ were coming home from Boston and saw a woman by her car by the side 
of the road. It had broken down.  Gordon decided he would stop and help.  He didn’t know the woman, but 
it was the right thing to do. He would pay it forward.   It’s something Gordon believes everyone 
should do at least once in their lives… "surprise a stranger with kindness and generosity.  The feeling
is unique and powerful."
Years ago, Gordon discovered a poem called Desiderata and decided he wanted to live his life in that 
way. Below is an excerpt of the poem.  It is how Gordon views life. 

GO PLACIDLY amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there may be in 
silence. 
As far as possible, without surrender, be on good terms with all persons. 
Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull and the 
ignorant; they too have their story…  (see the full poem at end of Spotlight) 

Recent politics have challenged Gordon to think about keeping an open mind and considering how others 
think. Originally it was thought that our current president would be an atypical politician and see things 
from a different angle…and so he has…but the concern quickly became about character and role-modeling.  
Gordon sites a quote from the movie, The American President, in which Michael Douglas, who plays a 
president of the United States says, “ For the last couple of months, Senator Rumson has suggested that 
being president of this country was, to a certain extent, about character, and although I have not been 
willing to engage in his attacks on me, I’ve been here three years and three days, and I can tell you 
without hesitation:  Being president of this country is *entirely* about character.”   

Character, yes character.  Gordon will be retiring on December 29, 2020.  He will miss the people, the 
faces and personalities, the interactions, the relationships and being part of the decision-making process 
in the company.  Because 2020 has been such an unusual year, the idea of a large retirement party was 
not in the cards.  One might think that to be a tragic turn – no celebration of his years with the company or 
years in the theater business before this – but no.  Gordon’s proudest moments are here and now.  
Instead of the big celebration he has chosen to reach out to individuals and meet with them one-on-one 
(virtually, in a phone call, some in person.)  Those people who touched his career … from Corporate, 
Lockwood/McKinnon, vendors etc.  Making it more personal.  

"For those just starting out, know that things don’t always go as planned.  You will make 
mistakes and decisions that should not have been made, but that’s how we grow and learn.  And…we 
are always learning."
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I ask him what is in store after retirement.  Gordon states that he will be taking a class in coactive coaching 
to help others as – perhaps – a life coach; he wants to learn to play the piano (his mother played); take 
skiing and golfing lessons and has currently joined Toastmasters. (an organization that builds the skills 
needed to become more confident public speakers and stronger leaders in every area of their lives.) 

Gordon’s wish “from the heart” as he goes out the 'door' is that he’s made a difference and that he’s made 
a difference to someone.  And so, he has.  He wishes everyone the blessings he’s had moving in the right 
direction.   

Lisa Brissette 
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